The Western Railroader 


FOR THE WESTERN RAILROAD FAN 


Vou. 1 JANUARY 1938 No. 3 








Over the Editor’s Train Sheet 


We hope to make this column a regular feature of “THE 
WesreRN RAILROADER. In it we will endeavor to give you a 
brief resume of what is to come and what has arrived (read- 
er’s reaction). 

To start out the has arrived, I would like to quote a few 
lines of the letter received from D. L. Joslyn. 


Your write up of the Gov. Stanford is very good. It is exact- 
ly right in all respects except it was never converted to an_ oil- 
burner, as oil had not been introduced as fuel on the S. P. at 
the time. . . . The number was changed from 1 to 1174 in 
1891 when the S. P. renumbered all their engines . . . . The 
Stantord had a new boiler in 1889 and the old cylinders were 
replaced with new ones having the half saddles. 


In a future issue we hope to have Mr. Joslyn give us the 
dope on the renumbering of S. P. engines in 1891. As for 
the next issue, we plan to have an illustrated article on en- 
gines built at Sacramento in the years of 1886, 87, and 88. 
It will be prepared with the help of Mr. Joslyn. 

And need we mention the improvements in this issue, or 
do you all notice the photos? 
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E] Gobernador 








“THe IRon Monsrer’’ 


In 1883 the Central Pacific conceived the idea of building 
a giant locomotive to be used as a helper in the “Tehachapi 
Mountains. It was built in their shops at Sacramento under 
the supervision of Master Mechanic A. J. Stevens. Officially 
it was called the ‘‘El Gobernador,’’ but it was soon nick- 
named the “‘iron monster,” being the largest locomotive in 
the world at the time. 

It was placed in service in March, 1884 as a helper from 
Sumner (now Bakersfield) to Mojave. Trestles along the 
line had to be rebuilt. “Trainmen were always ready to jump 
for fear the heavy engine would crash through the trestles. 

The El Gobernador was the object of much criticism. 
The engine was not a complete success and in 1893 it was 
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sent back to Sacramento. In March, 1894, exactly ten years 
after it went into service, it was broken up. The boiler was 
used as a stationary engine in the machine shops at Sacra- 
mento until 1901. 

‘The El Gobernador was a 4-10-0. The length of the en- 
gine and tender was 65 feet 5 inches, driving wheel base of 
19 ft. 7 in., cylinders 21 x 36, weight of engine loaded 73 
tons, rigid wheel base of 14 ft. 7 in., diameter of drivers 57 


inches, weight on drivers 64 tons, and a boiler pressure of 
140 pounds 


Club News 


The next meeting of the Northern California Railroad 
Club is to be held at the home of Warren E. Miller, 1776 
Greenwich St., San Francisco on Saturday evening, January 
29, 1938. This is a change of date from that originally set. 


‘The Pacific Coast Chapter of the Railway and Locomo- 
tive Historical Society is holding an exhibition of railroad 
items in the former Western Pacific waiting room at the San 
Francisco ferry building. Admission is free, and it will be 
open afternoons and evenings The “‘J. W. Bowker’’ will 
be on display in front of the ferry building. 


The California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society’s sec- 
ond exhibit and engine picture contest, Jan. 31-Feb. 3, is to 
be held at the Hotel Oakland, Oakland, Calif. Information 
from Graham Hardy, 915 Broadway, Oakland. 
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W. P. Cleans Up On This One 











Last November 11, Western Pacific’s engine no. 325, a 
2-8-2 type, decided it wanted to take a dip in the Feather 
River. It apparently liked the water for it was very reluctant 
to leave it. “Vhe train, No. 2, struck a boulder which had 
fallen down on the tracks just 60 feet east of the portal of 
tunnel No. 6. It had been loosened by recent rains and had 
apparently washed down after the trackwalker, who contin- 
ually patrols this section, had passed ten minutes before. The 
pilot truck climbed on top of the rock and dragged it a 
couple of hundred feet tearing up ties and allowing the track 
to spread under the engine and mail car. These derailed and 
rolled and s'id respectively to the river 175 feet below, 
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whereupon the engine plunged into the icy water. “wo bag- 
gage cars were derailed but did not leave the road-bed, and 
the nine passenger cars did not even jump the track. The 
engineer and fireman were killed and the mail clerk slightly 
injured. 

Even through this wreck and the one at Hayward in Dec- 
ember, the Western Pacific’s enviable record still stands un- 
scathed: not one passenger has ever been killed or seriously 
injured since this railroad started operaticn in 1907. All the 
Western Pacific locomotives are equipped with a device 
which in accidents of this kind gives an emergency applica- 
tion of all the air brakes in the train. In this case the device 
did its duty and it is not known if the engineer was able to 
put on the brakes before the engine plunged down the bank. 

This is the position the Western Pacific found itself in: an 
engine and mail car 350 feet from the right-of-way, and two 
baggage cars on a two hundred and seventy-five foot stretch 
of torn-up track and wrecked ties. The baggage cars and 
track were just ordinary clean-up work, and the mail car was 
brought back with the help of a “‘big hook,’’ but bringing 
back a 150 ton locomotive 350 feet, 175 of them straight up 
to the right-of-way, is another thing. 

Two “big hooks’’ were used, one having a capacity of 
100 tons, the other 200 tons, supplemented by a piece of 
equipment known as a Lidgerwood unloader. This latter is a 
powerful hoisting engine mounted on specially built cars and 
using 500 feet of two inch steel cable and necessary sheaves 
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and snatch blocks. After ten days work, during which it 
rained almost continuously, the engine was finally raised to 
the track level and brought down to the Sacramento shops 
where it will eventually be repaired. The locomotive suffered 
damage estimated at about $30,000. 


This Western Railroad World 


@ ‘Vhe Western Pacific has placed an order with American 


Locomotive Co. for eleven new articulated locomotives. Sev- 
en w!! be 4-5-6-4s (401-407) with 79 inch drivers, 265 Ibs. 
pressure and 99,500 Ibs. t. f., and the other 4 will be 
2-8-8-2s (257-20) the same as the 251 class. 


@ W. P. 172, 4-8-2, will soon be released from the So. Sac- 
ramento shops after being wrecked at Hayward last month. 





THe Wesrern Rat: roaper is published munthly by Jack Gib- 
son, 118 Mt. Diablo Ave., San Mateo, California. 

Tue Western Ratcroaper is the official publication of the Nor- 
thern California Railroad Club. 
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